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SELECT COMMITTEE OF PRIVILEGE 
Establishment - Motion 

HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [3.49 pm] - without notice:  I move - 

 (1) That a select committee of privilege be appointed to inquire into and report on - 

(a) whether there has been any disclosure of deliberations of the Standing Committee on 
Estimates and Financial Operations relating to a proposed inquiry into the state’s iron 
ore industry; 

  (b) if so, whether such disclosure constitutes a breach of privilege or is a contempt of this 
house; and 

  (c) if the committee so finds, what penalties, if any, the house might impose for the 
breach or contempt. 

 (2) The committee have access to the documents in possession or under the control of the Standing 
Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations relevant to the inquiry. 

(3) The committee and the proceedings of the committee are subject to chapter XXII of standing 
orders, and it is to be regarded for all purposes as a committee appointed under that chapter. 

 (4) The committee have the power to meet at any time when the Legislative Council is not sitting 
or a sitting is suspended. 

 (5) The committee may present interim reports without a requirement for leave, and is to present 
its final report to the house not later than Wednesday, 30 May 2007. 

In speaking to this motion, I refer to the special report of the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial 
Operations that I just tabled.  The report states - 

 1.1 On Monday 19 March 2007 a meeting of the Estimates and Financial Operations Committee 
. . . was held.  Members present at that meeting were Hon Giz Watson (Chair), Hon Ken 
Travers and Hon Nigel Hallett MLCs.  Hon Anthony Fels and Hon Shelley Archer MLCs were 
apologies. 

 1.2 During the meeting the Chair drew the committee’s attention to: 

  a) a possible breach of parliamentary privilege in relation to alleged disclosures of 
deliberations of the Committee; and 

  b) a request made by the Corruption and Crime Commission . . . for access to committee 
records, members and staff. 

 . . .  

 2.1 The Chair’s awareness of this matter resulted from inquiries made of her by the CCC. 

 2.2 At the Committee’s meeting the Chair tabled an outline of facts relating to her knowledge of 
the matter with relevant documents. 

Those documents are appended to the special report.  The report continues - 

 2.3 Due to the nature of the inquiries made by the CCC of the Chair it appeared to the Chair that 
the Committee’s deliberations had been disclosed to third parties by a committee member, or 
members, without authorisation.  Disclosure appears to have been made to the CCC and to 
other persons. 

 2.4 In addition the Committee notes that matters relating to the Committee’s deliberations have 
been raised in the CCC during its examination of Noel Crichton-Browne and Hon Shelley 
Archer MLC on 21 February and 28 February 2007 respectively. 

The relevant portions of the transcripts are also appended to the special report. 

 2.5 The Committee notes that: 

•  Members must not disclose proceedings (including deliberations), evidence or 
documents not specifically authorised; and 

•  any unauthorised breach of this confidentiality may be dealt with by the House as a 
contempt. 
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 2.6 Erskine May comments on the disclosure of a committee’s proceedings or evidence as follows: 

   By the ancient custom of Parliament “no act done at any committee should be 
divulged before the same be reported to the House” . . .  

   The publication or disclosure of proceedings of committees conducted with closed 
doors or of draft reports of the committees before they have been reported to the 
House will, however, constitute a breach of privilege or a contempt. 

 2.7 The Committee also notes Standing Order 422 which provides: 

   Committee not to entertain charges against a Member 
   422. If any information comes before any committee which involves an accusation 

against any Member, the committee shall direct that the Council be 
acquainted with the matter of such information, without proceeding further 
thereupon. 

 2.8 The Committee therefore resolved to report this matter to the House. 

Hence the motion that I have just moved. 

The PRESIDENT:  As required by standing order 155, the matter is to be adjourned without the question being 
put.  At the next sitting I will rule on whether the matter is one affecting the privileges of the house. 

Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 

THE PRESIDENT:  I welcome to the President’s gallery the President of the Legislative Council of the 
Parliament of Victoria, Hon Bob Smith, and Mr Wayne Tunnecliffe, the Clerk of the Victorian Legislative 
Council. 

[Applause.] 
 


